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CHILDREN OF THE LIGHT

Update from Haiti
Life in Haiti has always been a challenge but never more so than in this
school year. Not only have the people faced political insurrection and rioting
due to charges of government corruption, but the cost of food and the
necessities of life have more than doubled. The Covid-19 virus has now
added yet another problem to the lives of average Haitians whose
opportunity to successfully socially distance is compromised by their
extremely crowded living conditions.

To whom much is given,
much is expected!!

Amidst all of this we are happy to tell you the stories of our students and
how they are surviving and finding creative ways to continue with their
studies.
Our eleven students from last year, after several months of closures, finally
got back to school in the summer, and successfully wrote their final exams
the end of August. Five students wrote their national exams, graduated
grade 12 and will go on to further studies. Their dreams are big!
We accepted five more students in our program in September to start Grade
9, for a total of eleven students from Grade 9-12. Unfortunately, these
students were not able to start school until January 2nd of this year due to
continued fighting in the streets of Port-au-Prince. They started with a lot of
enthusiasm and wrote their first semester exams the beginning of March,
but had not gotten their results back before the announcement came on
March 20th. All schools and most businesses were closed due to the Covid19 virus.
It is difficult to follow a Covid-19 protocol when most people live so close
together and must go out every day to find something to eat. One of our
students shared that some days her dad comes back with empty hands.
Clean water is also hard to afford for many.
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The poverty is profound with the continual increases in the cost of food.
We know that our children and their families are barely surviving, which
means, many are only having one meal a day, sometimes two.
A few of our students and their families were reported to have had a fever,
but were able to recover in a few days. Good news!
Our students took all their books home from school and are trying to
continue their studies alone and with the occasional WhatsApp message
from the teachers giving them some direction. This also is a problem for
some, as they either do not have a phone, or cannot afford a telephone
card to access the internet. The electricity in the city is off for long periods
of time, affecting not only the internet and water pumps, but the
televisions go off. One student shared that watching TV was her only
moment of entertainment to get through the long days being inside.

“When you know
better you do better.”
– Maya Angelou

Many of our students have told us that the isolation has been difficult, but
just seeing their uniform hanging near the door gives them hope. They
know that when this is over, they will have the privilege of going back to
school whereas so many other children will not. All are studying hard and
finding ways to share ideas and assignments with others within small
bubbles in their neighborhood. They are supporting each other by older
family members helping younger ones and by receiving weekly messages
of encouragement from us through our assistant in Port-au-Prince.
There was a report from the government a couple days ago, with a plan to
open government offices and schools by August 15th. The students are
excited now as they can see an end to isolation and a beginning to what
one student said, "the completion of my dreams by finishing school".
Thank you for all your support. You are making a difference!
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Our Generous Donors
Many thanks to our generous donors whose support continues to allow the
neediest students of Haiti the opportunity for education. In addition to
supporting the students by providing tuition, donors have specified that their
donation be used to ensure that students come to school with the necessities
for success. Thank you so much for supporting these students!! Additionally,
we continue to thank St. Martin de Poores School for their ongoing financial
assistance. Thank you so much for supporting these students!!

“Education is not the
filling of a pail, but the
lighting of a fire.”
– W.B. Yeats
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How Can You Help?
Each year many individuals look for worthy not-for-profits or charities to
donate money to but they want to be reassured that donations will go
directly to the stated cause. Children of the Light (.ca) mandates that
every single cent donated goes directly to supporting the needs of the
students’ education. So, if you want to help with tuition, or with daily
expenses, or with educational resources, just indicate where you would like
your money directed and we will ensure that it goes there!
Make a difference in the life of a young student by donating to
today’s generation to provide for tomorrow’s generation!!

“Education is the most
powerful weapon which
you can use to change the
world.”
– Nelson Mandela

Information about Children of the Light
Who are we?
We are an international Not-for-Profit organization for the support of children
currently with a focus on education in Haiti.
Mandate
The mandate of Children of the Light (.ca) is to support, develop or promote
education and training programs for youth in developing communities and to
relieve poverty within these communities by providing children and their
community with the fundamental basic needs of food, education and health
supplies.
Vision
Our goal at Children of the Light (COTL.ca) is to support students through
their high school career, one student at a time. Students are selected
because of their passion, commitment and likelihood of success. As a small
organization we deal directly with the schools to ensure that every cent
donated to Children of the Light goes to support the students.
Financial Accountability
As in all organizations that accept support from the public, Children of the
Light guarantees that all donations to support the education of young people
in Haiti goes directly to support their education. All workers and support
persons at COTL volunteer their time and expertise, including paying all of
their own expenses. In this way, one hundred percent of the money that is
donated for the students goes directly to support their educational needs.
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